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A collection of Dynameninae from the coast of southern Somalia has produced 
several specimens of a new species of the genus Dynamenella Hansen 1905, only two 
individuals of a new genus Eterocerceis and many specimens of the genus Sphaeromopsis 
Holdich & Jones 1972. D. scaptocephala n. sp., Eterocerceis somala n. gen., n. sp., 
which differs from all the others Dynameninae by the morphology of its brood pouch, 
are described and reference is made to the presence in Somalia of the species 
Sphaeromopsis amathitis Holdich & Jones 1973. 

KEY WORDS: Crustacea, marine Isopoda, Dynameninae, new genus, Eterocerceis, 
Somalia. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The marine isopods from East African beaches are poorly known, as very little 
research has been conducted in this area. A few articles have been published on the 
taxonomy of Flabellifera, STEBBING (1910), JONES (1971, 1976, 1983), JONES & ICELY 
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(1981) and by MESSANA (1985) on Cirolanidae. HOLDICH & JONES (1973) and MES­

SANA (1988) published articles on Dynameninae. Several articles exist which deal with 
this subfamily from the south-western (BARNARD 1914, 1940) and the eastern side of 
the Indian Ocean (PILLAI 1954, 1965), the Arabian Sea (JAVED & AHMED 1988) and 
the Red Sea (MONOD 1933). 

Dynameninae, a widespread subfamily of the sphaeromatid family, inhabit 
intertidal rocky and sandy beaches all over the world. In the western Indopacific the 
family is represented by several species, belonging to the genera Cerceis Milne 
Edwards 1840, Dynamenella Hansen 1905, Pseudocerceis Harrison & Holdich 1982 
and Sphaeromopsis Holdich & Jones 1972. Since the description of the new Somalian 
species Pseudocerceis seleneides Messana 1988, several other specimens of this subfami­
ly have been found in material from the Somalian collections begun in 1971 by the 
«Centro di Studio per la Faunistica ed Ecologia Tropicali», Florence. Apart from the 
above-cited species, the specimens belong to the East African species Sphaeromopsis 
amathitis Holdich & Jones 1972 and to two new species, one of the genus Dynamenella 
Hansen 1905 and one of a genus which, by its morphological characteristics, appears 
to be new to science '. . . 

Family Sphaeromatidae 
Subfamily Dynameninae 

Dynamenella scaptocephala n. sp. (Figs 1-2) 

Specimens examined. Holotype 1$, Nimu, 15.XI.1985, MZUF 1294; paratypes 14c? <?, 29 S, 
25 5 ov., 57 indet., Nimu, MZUF 1295; 1.?, Gesira (Baia Smidling), 1.XI.1982, MZUF 1296; 2SS, 
2 S ? , AiS juv., Habai Dacan (Nimu), 15.XI.1985, MZUF 1297; \$, 3 2 $ , 15 ov., Gesira, 
14.XII.1979, MZUF 1302; li juv., 8 indet., Gesira, 31.III.1984, MZUF 1303, G. Messana leg.; 
2SS, 15 ov., Sar Uanle XI.1976 MZUF 1298, M. Vannini leg.; IS, Sar Uanle, 10.VIII.1975, 
MZUF 1299, SBS leg. 

Description. A Dynamenella about twice as long as wide, maximum observed 
length 2.4 mm in female and 2.2 mm in male, cephalon with a small rostral process 
flanked by two concave surfaces which are separated from the remaining part of the 
cephalon by a sinuous groove (Fig. IC-D), a central black spot appears through these 
surfaces. Antennae short, the second one hardly reaching the posterior margin of the 
first peraeonite. Peraeonites in males with a posterior ridge which, from the IV 
segment backward sometimes bears several tubercles (Fig. lA-B). Peraeonite VII not 
reaching lateral margins of the body (Fig. lA). Penes long, tapering from the median 
part, fused at base, covered with small scale-spines (Fig. 2H). Pleon without visible 
sutures. Pleotelson with a deep slit with subparallel margins, ventral margins of slit 
not contiguous. Four longitudinal ridges are present on pleotelson (Fig. IB, M). 

' Abbreviations used in the text: MZUF = Museo Zoologico dell'Universita di Firenze; BMNH = 
British Museum (Natural History), London; SBS = Spedizione Biologica in Somalia del Centro di Studio 
per la Faunistica ed Ecologia TropicaU del C.N.R., Firenze; PL = Programma Litorale, ecological 
research on the beach of Sar Uanle (Somalia) held by the Centro di Studio per la Faunistica ed Ecologia 
Tropicali del C.N.R., Firenze; SBIS = Spedizione per lo Studio della Fauna Interstiziale in Somalia, held 
by the Centro di Studio per la Faunistica ed Ecologia Tropicali del C.N.R., Firenze. 


