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PRELIMINARY DESCRIPTION OF A NEW SPECIES OF
ISCHYROMENE (ISOPODA, SPHAEROMATIDAE) FROM
THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN

BY

K. HARRISON

Department of Zoology, University of Nottingham, University Park,
Nottingham NG7 2RD, U.K.

INTRODUCTION

Since its formation by Racovitza in 1908, the genus Ischyromene has generally
been ignored. Admittedly, Racovitza’s comparison of Ischyromene with
Dynamenella Hansen was in part imprecise; nevertheless, not only is the genus
Ischyromene valid, but the majority of the species currently housed in the genus
Dynamenella are in fact species of Ischyromene.

The author has recently completed a major taxonomic revision of the
genera: Ischyromene, Dynamenella, Cymodocella Pleffer and Dynamenopsis Baker,
which will be published in the near future, but in advance of this is the follow-
ing description of a new species of Ischyromene collected from the Mediterranean
coast of Israel by Professor Lev Fishelson of the University of Tel Aviv, Israel.
The type material is deposited in the collection of the British Museum (Natural
History), London.
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Ischyromene bicarinata sp. nov. (fig. 1)

Material examined. — Palmachim, north of Ashdod, Israel; on Hypnea sp.; intertidal; coll. L.
Fishelson; 23 August 1977. — 1 adult male holotype, 2.76 mm (B.M.(N.H.) reg.no.
1980.222.1; plus microslide); 1 sub-adult male, 1 non-ovigerous female, 3 juveniles, all
paratypes (B.M.(N.H.) reg.no. 1980.223.5).

Diagnosis of adult male holotype. — Ischyromene with dorsal surface of
pereon smooth. Pleotelson bearing an obvious, longitudinal uneven carina
either side of mid-line, with several low tubercles lateral to these. Pleotelsonic
apex as a simple, ventral groove with a smoothly rounded dorsal margin and
converging — but not touching — postero-ventral margins.

Fig. 1. Ischyromene bicarinata sp. nov., adult male holotype. a, dorsal view; b, pereopod 1; c,
epistome and labrum; d, pleotelson, posterior view; e, pleotelson, ventral view; f, lateral view.

Epistome and labrum as shown in fig. 1c. Antennular flagellum 9-articled,
extending to posterior margin of perconitc 1. Antennal flagellum 12-articled,
extending to posterior margin of pereonite 2. Each pereopod with accessory
unguis markedly bifid and superior margins of articles only sparsely setose.
Pereopod 1 with inferior margin of propodus bearing three equidistant,
plumose spines and two long, simple, infero-distal setae. Appendix masculina
showing the same form as that of /. lacazer Racovitza, 1908 (the type species of
the genus) extending almost to apex of endopod of pleopod 2, with the lateral
margins sub-parallel and the tip dilated with a rounded apex deflected away
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from the animal’s mid-line, bearing three lateral, sub-terminal teeth. Exopod
of uropod elliptical with rounded apex extending just beyond apex of endopod.
Lateral margins of endopod sub-parallel; broadly rounded apex extending just
beyond pleotelsonic apex.

Remarks. — This species can be separated from the only other known
Mediterranean species, 1. lacazei (from the coast of France) by: its smaller size;
the bicarinate nature of the pleotelson; the smoothly rounded pleotelsonic
notch with its converging postero-ventral margins, and the less setose nature of
its pereopods.

Acknowledgements. — The author wishes to thank professor Lev Fishelson
for the provision of the specimens and the habitat data.
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SELECTION OF A NEOTYPE FOR CANCER FALCATUS
FORSKAL, 1775 (STOMATOPODA)

BY

RAYMOND B. MANNING
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC 20560, U.S.A.

and

CH. LEWINSOHN
Tel-Aviv University, Ramat-Aviv, Tel-Aviv, Israel

Recent field studies on the behavior of stomatopods of the genus Gonodactylus
(see Caldwell & Dingle, 1975, 1976; Dingle, Caldwell & Manning, 1977) have
shown that behavior patterns, color in life, and habitat can be important
species characteristics for members of that genus. These field investigations led
one of us (R.B.M.) to restudy the nominal species previously synonymized
with Gonodactylus falcatus (Forskal, 1775), with the result that five distinct
species were recognized (see Manning, 1978). Until then, G. falcatus had been
considered to be widely distributed, ‘‘from the Red Sea and South Africa to
Japan and Polynesia’ (Holthuis, 1967: 32).

The distribution patterns within the Indo-West Pacific region of members of
the G. falcatus complex are essentially unknown and probably can only be
determined by field studies in appropriate habitats throughout the region.
Some of the species, like G. ternatensis De Man, 1902, with its long rostrum,
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