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ABSTRACT Four undescnbed Species of shallow-water marine isopods were recently collected in the 
vicinity of Pine Cay in the western Caicos Islands. These are described and include the anthurid Licranthura 
tuberculata, possessing a tuberculate third article of the antenna and a rounded distolateral angle of the 
uropodal exopod; the anthurid Mesanthura spongicola, which has a distinctive color pattern, distinctly 

I; attenuated body, and 5-7 spines on the third article of the mandibular palp; the paranthurid Califanthura 
minuta, a tiny (1.6 mm) species having a reduced, triangular uropodal exopod; and the stenetriid asellote 

1 Stenetrium caicosensis, which has a pronounced lobe on the merus of pereopod 1 in the male. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The fauna of the Tuiks and Caicos Islands, British 
West Indies, is poorly documented, especially for many 
marine invertebrate groups including the Isopoda. 
During the course of participating in the Turks and Caicos 
Coral Reef Ecology Program sponsored by the Oakleigh 
L. Thome Foundation, the second author collected iso­
pods from a variety of shallow-water marine habitats, 
mainly around Pine Cay and Fort George Cay. Fine mesh 
kicknets, yabby pumps, an Ockelmann dredge, and light 
traps were all used in this collection, with SCUBA at the 
deeper stations. Four undescribed marine species found 
during the survey and their descriptions are the subject 
of this report. While the marine isopods of the general 
Caribbean and Bahamian region have been broadly dealt 
with in Kensley and Schotte (1989), this is the first of a 
series of reports (see Schotte and Heard 1991, Schotte et 
at 1991) dealing with isopods specifically firom the Turks 
and Caicos Islands. 

RESULTS 

\-
^ Family Anthuridae 

Licranthura tuberculata, new species 
Figs. 1-3 

Material. HOLOTYPE, USNM 243474, female tl 3.2 
mm, PARATYPE, USNM 243475, male tl 3.2 mm, firom 
yellow sponge, 37-40 m, 10 Nov 1988. 

Description. Female: Body slender, about 12 times 
longer than wide. Faint red-brown pigmentation dorsally 
on pereonites 2-6. Body proportions: C < 1 > 2 = 3 < 4 
with 5 or 6 distal plumose setae. Uropodal endopod 
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= 5 > 6 > 7 < P . Pleonites short, free, 1-5 of similar length, 
pleonite 6 dorsally demarked. Telson widening to pos­
teriorly rounded serrate/crenulate margin. 

Cephalon with well pigmented eyes. Antennular 
peduncle with basal article widest; flagellum of 3 ar­
ticles, first very short, terminal article bearing 2 aes-
thetascs. Antennal peduncle with article 3 having 4 teeth 
on mesial margin, dorsal surface with several small 
tubercles plus stronger distal tooth; article 4 offset at 
right angle on article 3, short, about two-thirds length of 
article 5; flagellum of 8 setose articles. Mandibular palp 
of 3 articles, articles 1 and 3 subequal, each about half 
length of article 2; article 3 bearing 3 distal spines; incisor 
of 3 blunt cusps; lamina dentata having 5 serrations; 
molar absent. Maxilla having 5 distal spines. Maxilliped 
with endite short, blunt; palp of 5 articles, article 1 very 
short, articles 2-4 subequal, about as long as wide, article 
5 very small. 

Pereopod 1 more robust than pereopods 2 and 3, 
articles squat; carpus triangular, lacking free anterior 
margin; propodus roughly rectangular, posterior margin 
straight, bearing few simple setae, 2 fringed setae antero-
distally; dactylus having several blunt corneous tu­
bercles on posterior surface, unguis short, squat, with 
bifid accessory spine at base. Pereopods 2 and 3 similar, 
carpus with anterior margin barely free; propodus with 
strong toothed posterodistal spine; unguis almost three-
fourths length of rest of dactylus. Pereopods 5-7, carpus 
with free anterior margin shorter than posterior margin, 
with toothed posterodistal spine; propodus with toothed 
posterodistal spine; unguis about two-thirds length of 
rest of dactylus. Pleopods similar, pleopod 1 slightly 
larger than following, both rami having opercular func­
tion, endopod longer and narrower than exopod, each 
roughly ovate, with margin serrate to crenulate; exopod 
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