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I. ABSTRACT 

Six cypraeacean species, two of them 
new, and one unidentified triviid specimen 
are reviewed from Neogene strata of 
northwestern Ecuador. New species of 
Zonaria s.s. and Z. (Pseudozonaria) are 
described from the lower Pliocene 
Esmeraldas beds of the Onzole Formation. 
These new species and Jenneria (Jenneria) 
panamensis (Olsson, 1967) are the first 
cypraeaceans reported from the 
Esmeraldas beds. The unidentified triviid 
is the first of its kind reported from the 
Neogene of Ecuador. Three previously 
described cypraeid species are also includ-
ed in this review. 

II. INTRODUCTION 

Cypraeid, ovulid, and triviid gastropods 
are rare in the Neogene rock record of 
northwestern Ecuador. Herein are the 
first reports of these groups from the lower 
Pliocene Esmeraldas beds of the Onzole 
Formation and a review of the species 
from the upper Miocene Angostura and 
Guayacan formations and the lower 
Pliocene Jama Formation. All six of the 
species included here are extinct; however, 
all of the genera and/or subgenera are rep-
resented in the living fauna of either the 
tropical eastern Pacific Ocean or the 
Caribbean Sea. 

Pilsbry and Olsson (1941) described 
Cypraea cayapa from the lower Pliocene 
Jama Formation, the first reported 
Neogene cypraeid from Ecuador. Marks 
(1951) identified poorly preserved single 
specimens from the "Blue siltstone" mem-
ber of the upper Miocene Daule Formation 
[= Guayacan Formation] as Cypraea cf. C. 
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henekeni and Cypraea sp. Unfortunately, 
these specimens are unavailable for exam-
ination. In 1964, Olsson described 
Cypraea (Pseudozonaria) telembiensis 
from the upper Miocene Angostura 
Formation near Telembi, Rio Cayapas. 
From the same formation he reported two 
poorly preserved specimens of Sipho-
cypraea (Muracypraea) henekeni from 
Cueva de Angostura, Rio Santiago. Most 
recently Olsson (1967) described Jenneria 
panamensis from the upper Pliocene 
Charco Azul Formation, Rio Blanco, 
Chiriqui Province, Panama and it is herein 
reported from the Esmeraldas beds of the 
Onzole Formation at Quebrada Cama-
rones. Two new species, Zonaria (Zonaria) 
pittorum and Z. (Pseudozonaria) cathyae, 
are the first cypraeids described from the 
Esmeraldas beds of the Onzole Formation 
(Text-figure 1). An incomplete specimen of 
Pusula (Pusula) sp. from these same beds 
is the first reported fossil triviid from 
Ecuador. 

III. STRATIGRAPHIC 
NOMENCLATURE AND AGE 

Because much has been published 
recently concerning the age of the Neogene 
formations of northwestern Ecuador 
(Haman and Kohl, 1986; Hasson and 
Fischer, 1986; DuShane, 1988; Vokes, 
1988; 1989; 1990; Whittaker, 1988; Pitt 
and Pitt, 1989; 1992; 1997), only a brief 
overview of stratigraphic nomenclature 
and age will be discussed. 

Miocene Units 
The upper Miocene Angostura Forma-

tion of Stainforth (1948:142), named for 
outcrops along the Rio Santiago, 
Esmeraldas Province, is the Ecuadorian 
equivalent of the Gatun Formation of 
Panama (Pitt and Pitt, 1992). However, 
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Text-figure 1. Index map of northwestern Ecuador showing type localities (TU 1397 and 
1399 [=LACMIP localities 16944 and 16822 respectively]) of new species described herein 
[modified from DuShane, 1988]. Contour interval 50 m. 

the uppermost part of the Gatun 
Formation may be of lower Pliocene age 
(Vokes, 1990). Olsson (1964:8) stated that 
this formation "is largely barren, but at a 
few places there are lenses or interbeds 
filled with finely preserved fossils." He 
also noted a close faunal relationship 
between the Angostura and Gatun forma-
tions. 

Whittaker (1988) formally proposed the 
term Guayacan Formation [= the Blue 
Siltstone Member of the Daule Formation 
of Marks (1951)] for widespread upper 
Miocene strata in the Manabi Basin, as 
Mark's terminology did not conform to 
international guidelines for the naming of 
lithostratigraphic units (Hedberg, 1976). 
Additionally, the formational names of 
Bristow's (1976) Daule Group, which were 
derived from the Borbon Basin, were 
replaced by Whittaker's (1988) terminolo-

gy based on Manabi Basin strata. The age 
of the Guayacan Formation is based on 
age-diagnostic planktic foraminifera. 

Pliocene Units 
Olsson (1942) proposed the name 

"Esmeraldas formation" for "the highly 
foraminiferal, tuffaceous shales so exten-
sively exposed along the coast of 
Esmeraldas and along the Esmeraldas 
River itself' and thought it equivalent to 
the Borbon Formation. However, the 
Esmeraldas Formation is, in fact, correla-
tive to the Onzole Formation of Stainforth 
(1948) (Pitt and Pitt, 1989). Bristow 
(1976) stated that the Esmeraldas 
Formation was improperly defined by 
Olsson (1942) and that the name Onzole 
Formation should be retained. Vokes 
(1988) suggested usage of "Esmeraldas 
beds" for "the mollusk-rich, shallow water 
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gravity flows" in the upper part of the 
Onzole Formation. This usage is retained 
herein. Haman and Kohl (1986) based the 
age of strata at Quebrada Camarones (= 
Esmeraldas beds of the Onzole Formation) 
on the presence of the benthic foraminifer-
al genus Montfortella. Micropaleontologic 
anaylses by Hasson and Fischer (1986) 
yielded a lower Pliocene (= Zanclian Stage 
of Seguenza, 1868) age for the Esmeraldas 
beds. Whittaker (1988) cited the age of 
the Onzole Formation as between upper 
Miocene and early Pliocene but considered 
the upper part of the Onzole, presumably 
including the Esmeraldas beds, to be 
entirely Pliocene as dated by benthic 
foraminifera. 

Based upon a rich molluscan fauna, the 
lower Pliocene Jama Formation was pro-
posed by Pilsbry and Olsson (1941) for 
exposures along Bahia Jama, Manabi 
Province. Benthic foraminifera within the 
formation indicate littoral to sublittoral 
depositional environments. Whittaker 
(1988) equated the Jama Formation with 
his lower Pliocene Bahia Formation [= 
Upper Calcareous member of Marks 
(1951)], both within the Manabi Basin, 
and he separated them on lithologic and 
faunal differences. 
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V. SYSTEMATICS 

For the most part, the classification 
scheme of Schilder and Schilder (1971) is 
utilized for generic and higher level taxon-
omy. The notable exception is that the 
Siphocypraea (Muracypraea) group is 
accepted as a full genus, as proposed by 
Kay (1995). Synonymy citations are limit-
ed to original descriptions, material exam-
ined, and all records of each species from 
Ecuador. Measurement parameters are 
defined as follows: length = greatest dis-
tance between anterior and posterior ends; 
width = greatest distance between lateral 
margins; and height = greatest distance 
between base and dorsum. 

Superfamily VELUTINACEA Gray, 1840 
Family TRIVIIDAE Troschel, 1863 

Subfamily TRIVIINAE Troschel, 1863 
Tribe PUSULINI Schilder, 1936 
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Genus PUSULA Jousseaume, 1884 
Pusula JOUSSEAUME, 1884, Bull. Soc. Zool. 

France, v. 9, p. 99. 
Type Species: Cypraea radians Lamarck, 

1810, by original designation; Recent, Panamic 
Province. 

Subgenus PUSULA Jousseaume, 1884 
PUSULA (PUSULA) s p . 

Plate 1, figure 1 

Occurrence: Lower Pliocene Esmeraldas beds, 
Onzole Formation. 

Figured Specimen: LACMIP hypotype 12429, 
TU locality 1399 (= locality P-101; LACMIP 
locality 16882), 16.8 mm length, 11.7 mm 
width, 10.4 mm height, H.E. and E.H. Vokes 
collectors (pi. 1, fig. 1). 

Discussion: Only a single incomplete 
specimen of Pusula (Pusula) sp. is known 
from the Esmeraldas beds of the Onzole 

Formation. This fragment most closely 
resembles the Recent Panamic species P. 
(P.) radians (Lamarck, 1810) but has more 
numerous, finer ribs. This is the first pub-
lished report of a fossil triviid from the 
Neogene of Ecuador. 

Superfamily CYPRAEACEA 
Rafinesque, 1815 

Family CYPRAEIDAE Rafinesque, 1815 
Subfamily BERNAYINAE Schilder, 1927 

Tribe BERNAYINI Schilder, 1927 
Genus MURACYPRAEA Woodring, 1957 

Muracypraea WOODRING, 1957, The Nautilus, 
v. 70, p. 89 (subgenus of Cypraea). 
Type Species: Cypraea mus Linnaeus, 1758, 

by original designation; Recent, Panama, 
Colombia, and Venezuela. 

MURACYPRAEA CAYAPA (Pilsbry and 
Olsson, 1941) 

PLATE 1 
Figures Page 

1. Pusula (Pusula) sp 150 
LACMIP 12429 (hypotype); 16.8 mm length, 11.7 mm width, 10.4 mm height (x2.3). 
Locality: TU 1399 (= P-101; LACMIP 16882), Esmeraldas beds, Onzole Formation, 
Ecuador. 

2,3. Muracypraea cayapa (Pilsbry and Olsson, 1941) 150 
ANSP 13665 (holotype); 64.3 mm length, 52.7 mm width, 42.4 mm height (x0.62). 
Jama Formation, Ecuador. 

4-6. Muracypraea "henekeni" (Sowerby, 1850) 152 
4. LACMIP 12430 (hypotype); 50.5 mm length, 21.9 mm width, 31.2 mm height 
(x0.94). 
Locality: TU 1507 (= P-102; LACMIP 16943), Angostura Formation, Ecuador. 
5,6.|ftCMIP 12431 (hypotype); 42.1 mm length, 34.4 mm width, 23.2 mm 

C height (x0.95). 
Locality: TU 1507 (= P-102; LACMIP 16943), Angostura Formation, Ecuador. 

7,8. Zonaria (Zonaria) pittorum Groves, n.sp 153 
LACMIP 12432 (holotype); 40.1 mm length, 27.3 mm width, 20.9 mm height (xl.0). 
Locality: TU 1399 (= P-101; LACMIP 16882), Esmeraldas beds, Onzole Formation, 
Ecuador. 

9,10. Zonaria (Pseudozonaria) cathyae Groves, n.sp 154 
LACMIP 12433 (holotype); 22.3 mm length, 15.8 mm width, 12.8 mm height (xl.8). 
Locality: TU 1397 (= P-100; LACMIP 16944), Esmeraldas beds, Onzole Formation, 
Ecuador. 

11,12. Zonaria (Pseudozonaria) telembiensis (Olsson, 1964) 154 
USNM 644048 (holotype); 19.5 mm length, 13.4 mm width, 10.1 mm height (xl.9) 
Locality: Angostura Formation, Ecuador. 

13,14. Jenneria (Jenneria) panamensis (Olsson, 1967) 155 
LACMIP 12434 (hypotype); 25.8 mm length, 16.9 mm width, 11.8 mm height (xl.5) 
Locality: TU 1397 (= P-101; LACMIP 16944), Esmeraldas beds, Onzole Formation, 
Ecuador. 
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