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The Southern ~ a l i f o r n i a  Coastal Water Research Project was founded in 
1969, when f i v e  local government agencies (Ventura  County,  t he  ci t ies 
o f  San Diego and Los Angeles, and t h e  County  Sanitat ion D is t r i c t s  o f  
Los Angeles and Orange Counties) entered in to  a jo int  powers 
agreement to  sponsor environmental studies. The i r  in tent ion was to 
develop regional  sc ient i f ic  information on t h e  coastal waters ex tend ing 
f rom Point Conception to  the  Mexican border .  To  keep the Project free 
o f  par t isan pressures, i t s  cont ro l  was delegated to  a Commission of local . 

c iv ic  leaders and  elected off ic ials who would re f lec t  t he  pub l ic  concern 
fo r  environmental qual i ty .  In t h e  last year Encina Water Pol lu t ion 
Cont ro l  Faci l i ty  and the  South East Regional Reclamation A u t h o r i t y  have 
joined the  organization. The  f inancial  suppor t  from local government 
agencies has been supplemented in the  last two years by a series o f  
g ran ts  from the  Environmental Protect ion Agency, / the N e i o n a l  Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administ rat ion (NOAA), and others. 

The Project's 20 scient ists are  organized i n t o  biology, chemistry, 
biochemistry, and engineer ing groups, as shown o n  the  organizat ion 
c h a r t  in F igu re  1, T h e  staff  receives overal l  guidance from a 
Consul t ing Board  of eminent scient ists from major universi t ies. The 
members o f  t he  research team, ident i f ied  in F igu re  1, are described in 

t h e  following paragraphs.  
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WILLARD BASCOM. Project Director 

Mr. Bascom has been invo lved in oceanographic work since 1945. The  
ear ly  p a r t  o f  h is  career was spent w i th  the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Cal i fornia, 
bo th  at  Berkeley and at the  Scr ipps  Ins t i t u t i on  o f  Oceanography, and 
t h e  National Academy of Sciences. He has organized and led  many o<Â£ea 
science and engineer ing pro jects around t h e  world. Mr. Bascom is t h e  
author  o f  numerous books and papers about the  ocean, a member 
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