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HE LIVES AND LABORS of few insects have so :’-f / W ¥ o oy 1
gripped man’s interest and imagination as those of 1 Ll Gl e Vi

the common honey bee. The incredibly efficient social
organization of the hive has been fascinating through
the ages. The economic importance of the bee to man
—from his earliest primitive days to the atomic pres-
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ent—and to plants has hardly an equal in the insect =1 / 2 ¢} i A ‘k i \ %
| world. i 3% it !
F It is no wonder that any discovery of bees of the ; . Ty ‘ " |
distant geological past brings joy to students of insect ,{'" e ‘ = \‘ ;
life. Unfortunately, fossils of quite early bee forms are { { SRS, ;
not common. Only about half a dozen localities fo. |

' fossil bees are known, most of them in western Fui- = 4
Pk The oldest known geological specimens of i
| . bee were discovered imprisoned in ambe.
. East Prussian coast. Such finds are v~ {
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