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An ornate spiny lobster, Panulirus ornatus (Fabricius, 1798), was collected in January 
1988 in the port of Haifa, Israel, the first account of the species from the Eastern 
Mediterranean. The species is widely distributed in the Indo-Pacific ocean and reaches 
its known northernmost limits along the central Red Sea (Holthuis, 1968). Although not 
yet recorded from the northern Red Sea, most probably it entered the Mediterranean 
through the Suez Canal, and represents the most recent entry in a long list of Indo-Pacific 
species which have become established in the Levant (Por, 1978). An ever growing 
number of decapod crustaceans belongs to these lessepsian migrants that form the 
characteristic feature of the fauna along the Israeli Mediterranean coast (Holthuis and 
Gottlieb, 1958; Lewinsohn and Holthuis, 1964; Galil, 1986). 

Panulirus ornatus (Fabricius, 1798) 
Fig. 1 

Palinurus ornatus Fabricius, 1798:400. 
Panulirus homarus Nobili, 1906:90. 
Panulirus ornatus Holthuis, 1946:138 pi. 7 fig. i, pi. 9 fig. d; Ben-Tuvia, 1963:23; 

1968:51; Holthuis, 1968:286. 
Panulirus penicillatus Lewinsohn, 1983:202 pi. 
Material 

Haifa Port, Haifa Bay, 31 January 1988. Caught by trammel net near outer base of 
breakwater, 8 m depth, coll. S. Pisanty. 1 o. Carapace length 66 mm, total length 173 mm 
(TAU 26830). 
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Fig. 1. Panulirus ornatus (Fabricius), <5, Haifa Bay, Israel (TAU 26830). 

Description 
Carapace subcylindrical, tuberculate, spinose. Supraorbital spines long, curved. An-

tennular flagella longer than segmented peduncle. Antennae longer than body, spinose. 
Antennular plate bearing two pairs of spines, anterior pair twice as large as posterior. 
Abdominal segments lacking transverse groove. Pereiopods with curved, pointed dac-
tyls. 

Colour (freshly frozen): Upper surface of carapace greenish-grey, spines yellow-
orange, tips dark. Front with fine, cream-coloured vermicular lines extending to antennal 
peduncle. Supraorbital spines violet-brown, flecked with cream on upper surface, under-
side pale. Abdominal segments with transverse brown bands medially, extending on fifth 
segment to posterior border. On second, third, fourth and fifth segments an oblique, pale 
mark laterally on median band, appearing as a faint smudge on fifth segment. Median 
band bordered laterally with a pale oval spot. Antennules blue, ringed with cream. 
Antennular peduncles dark blue with cream vermiculations. Telson, uropods and 
pelopods brown. Pereiopods dark blue with large irregular cream-coloured spots. 
Remarks 

Panulirus ornatus is widely distributed throughout the Indo-West Pacific region, but 
has only been collected twice in the Red Sea. Holthuis (1968) reported three specimens 
from Jidda collected by J.A. Kruyt in 1882, and a single specimen from material acquired 
from fishermen at Massawa. A record from Obock in the Gulf of Aden was furnished by 
Nobili (1906). 
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From the point of view of distribution it is interesting that seasonal migrations have 
been observed in this species. Moore and Macfarlane (1984) recorded members of this 
species walking across the sea bed for 2-3 months, at an average speed of 6.1 km day"1, 
to a distance of 511 km. 

P. ornatus inhabits shallow coastal waters and apparently prefers turbid conditions 
(George, 1968). Presumably the ability of the species to actively migrate from the Red 
Sea is high, and, due to the similarities of the required environmental conditions, it would 
appear as a likely candidate for Lesscpsian migration. 
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