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Recent topics on taxonomy of hermit crabs from Japanese waters — Family Coenobitidae.

Akira Asakura / Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba

Abstraet: Topics on recent our study on taxonomy of hermit crabs of the family Coenobitidae (Crustacea: Decapoda:
Anomura) are reported. Nakasone (1988) reviewed land hermit crabs from Japan and recorded 6 species, viz.,
Coenobita cavipes Stimpson, C. rugosus H. Milne Edwards, C. purpureus Stimpson, C. perlatus H. Milne Edwards,
C. brevimanus Dana, and C. violascens Heller. OQur recent investigation on coenobitids from Japan and the adjacent
waters revealed that C. spinosus H. Milne Edwards is also distributed in Japan and that Coenobita pseudorugosus
Nakasone, described from Philippines, was recently recorded from the Maldives and Madagascar.
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