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The recent description of the fifth Jamaican crab species from freshwater streams, Sesarma

ayatum Schubart, Reimer & Diesel, 1998, suffered from two typesetting errors. Since these

errors affect the interpretation and reading of the most important characters that

distinguish this species from its closest relative, Sesarma bidentatum Benedict (1892)

(gonopodal morphology and 16S mtDNA sequence), we here present a corrected version

of one of the figures and the DNA alignment.
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Introduction
In a recent study published in this journal, we described a

new crab species from mountain streams of eastern

Jamaica, Sesarma ayatum Schubart, Reimer & Diesel, 1998.

This description was based on morphological and molecu-

lar differences from Sesarma bidentatum Benedict, 1892, a

species previously considered to inhabit all north-central

and eastern Jamaica (Schubart et al. 1998). Unfortunately,

the description of Sesarma ayatum was published with

errors in one of the ®gure legends and the appendix.

These errors alter the interpretation of decisive characters

such as the gonopod morphology and DNA alignment of

the mitochondrial 16S rRNA gene. We here present

corrected versions of Fig. 4 and Appendix 2 of Schubart

et al. (1998) as Fig. 1 and Appendix 1. The distribution of

the two species, additional morphological characters that

distinguish them, and all information on the material and

methods used are presented in detail by Schubart et al.

(1998).
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Fig. 1ÐA, C, D. Sesarma ayatum Schubart et al. 1998 male holotype (SMF 23715). ÐB, E, F. Sesarma bidentatum Benedict 1892 (SMF 23878). Ð

A-B. Dorsal view of carpus of chelipeds. ÐC, E. Mesio-ventral view of left male gonopod. ÐD, F. Dorsal view of left male gonopod. All scale bars

= 0.5 cm.
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Appendix 1. Alignment of 526 basepairs of the 16S rRNA gene in seven haplotypes of Sesarma ayatum and S. bidentatum
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