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On the Characters of the Larva and the Seasonal Change of 

Occurrence of the Sargassum Crab, Planes cyaneus DANA 

Kensaku MURAOKA 

SYNOPSIS 

The Sargassum crab, Planes cyaneus DANA is usually found among the 

Sargassum weed and on the floating timbers, and is distributed from Tokyo 

Bay to Kyushu and Okinawa in Japan. 

The megalopae were obtained from Sagami Bay and have been reared in the 

aquarium until developing into the first crab-stage. They were morphologically 

studied comparing with those of the other related species. 

The young and adult crabs were collected during September, 1964 to December, 

1965 to examine the seasonal change of occurrence of the species, and occurred 

abundantly in summer, but not in winter. 

The author could find the size of ovigerous crabs which was 13 to 20»», 

approximately. 

The females seem to carry the eggs from middle of May to early in July. 

The features of megalopa are summarized in the following, and also the 

size of male and female crabs and ovigerous period are shown in Fig. 4. 

Description of Megalopa-Stage 

The carapace has no dorsal spine or protuberance, and dorsal surface is 

smooth. The posterior portion of the carapace is not marked with grooves. 

The size is approximately 3.5-4.5nn in length and 1.5»» in width. 

The proximal portion of antennul is composed of three segments. The endo-

podite is composed of two segments. The exopodite is divided into four segments. 

Each of the second to fourth segments is furnished with numerous longer 

aesthetascs. The antenna has a single flagellum which is divided into eleven 

segments. 

The mandible has a palp, which is composed of two segments, the distal one 

of which bears 10 setae and a few plumose hairs on the lateral margin. In the 



maxillule, the endopodite is slender and bears 1 long seta near the proximal 

portion. In the maxilla, the endopodite bears 7 plumose hairs along the lateral 

portion. 

The first maxilliped consists of a unsegmented endopodite, bearing 6 short 

setae on the distal margin, and three-segmented exopodite, bearing 3 plumose 

hairs on the distal margin of the proximal segment and 6 apical plumose hairs 

on the terminal segment. The second maxilliped is composed of two parts, the 

endopodite and exopodite. The endopodite bears many strong setae on the 

distal portion of terminal segments. The exopodite is divided into three segme

nts, the distal one of which is furnished with about 5 apical plumose hairs. 

The third maxilliped is well-developed. Its endopodite bears numerous stout 

setae on the lateral margin. The exopodite is divided into three segments, the 

distal one of which bears about 4 plumose hairs. 

Cheliped has well-marked segment, and the palm is swollen. In the ambulatory 

legs, the second and third pairs are nearly equal in size. The last pair is reduced, 

and the dactylus is furnished with the fine setae and the tip of fingers with 

three long hairs. 

The abdomen is divided into seven distinct segments. The pleopods are furnished 

with 4-6 small hooked hairs on the endopodite, and with 26 to 38 plumose hairs 

along the lateral margin of exopodite. The uropods are furnished with 3 plumose 

hairs on the proximal segment, and 20 to 23 same ones on the distal segment. 
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Fig. l . Megalopa of Planes cyaneus DANA, dorsal view. 
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Fig. 2. A; antennul, B; antenna, C; mandible, D; maxillule, E; maxilla, F ; first 

maxilliped, G ; second maxilliped, H; third maxilliped, I; uropod. The bar 

scales represent 1 mm. 
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Fig. 3. A; anterior region of carapace, dorsal view, B; same, frontal view, C; cheliped, 
D; fourth ambulatory leg, E; abdomen, dorsal view. The bar scales represent 
1 mm. 
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Table l. Features of the megalopa of Planes cyaneus and related species. 

| carapace length | f e d e r s j uropods 
; (mm) | j proximal seg. terminal seg. 

Planes cyaneus 

P. minutus 

3. 5—4. 5 

4.0 

20-23 
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