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INTRODUCTION 

Although the history of carcinology in Brazil is relatively long, beginning in 

the last century with the works of Fritz Miiller, H. von Ihering, and Carlos 

Moreira, our crustacean fauna has never been thoroughly catalogued. The 

fresh-water fauna has been the subject of three compilations. Vanzoiini 

(1964) edited the "Historia Natural de Organismos Aquaticos do Brasil", 

which includes information on some groups of crustaceans. Subsequently, 

Hurlbert (1977) and Hurlbert et al. (1981) edited the "Aquatic Biota of 

Southern South America" and the "Aquatic Biota of Tropical South 

America" respectively. No previous inventory of the marine and terrestrial 

crustacean fauna exists. 

The planning of this catalogue was initiated during the XX Brazilian 

Congress of Zoology in July 1994, when some colleagues discussed the 

format and division of the chapters. Several additional authors were then 

invited to develop the chapters. In the end, 48 authors participated, 

covering most crustacean groups. Unfortunately, not all groups have been 

included, either because of the lack of taxonomic specialists, or because of 

my own difficulties in contacting appropriate authors. All chapters are 

presented as they were prepared by the authors, without any changes in 

the classification or species list. I have altered only the format, sometimes 

abridging the information in the comments section. The English version was 

revised by Dr. Janet Reid. Because of the great diversity of authors, 

differences in focus among the chapters are perceptible. In particular, some 

authors provided extremely detailed information including ecological 

references and abstracts of meetings, while others limited themselves to the 

most important taxonomic literature. I have made no attempt to standardize 

the information presented. 

This study is intended as a reference for students of Brazilian Crustacea, 

including general biologists, ecologists, limnologists, marine biologists, and 

taxonomists. It provides usefully detailed information about the diversity of 

our crustacean fauna. There has been no attempt to treat crustacean 



V l l l 

Systematics above species level, and I have accepted the personal views of 

each author. The titles are organized according to the general classification 

of Bowman and Abele (1982). 

Each chapter includes the species found in the marine, freshwater, and 

terrestrial ecosystems of Brazil. For each species, the following information is 

provided: Synonymy, Description and diagnosis, References, Geographic 

distribution, and Comments. The sections on synonymy and description 

and diagnosis present the literature which best or most recently treated the 

species. The reference section includes the literature citing the species from 

Brazil. The geographic distribution gives the general distribution and the 

abbreviation of each Brazilian state or oceanic island where the species has 

been found (Fig. 1, page: xvii). The comments provide appropriate 

additional information such as the habitat, or, in the case of parasitic 

species, the host. Complete references are given at the end of each chapter. 

I wish to acknowledge Jan Reid for tireless assistance in the revision of 

manuscripts, especially her detailed revision of the English versions. It would 

have been impossible to complete this catalogue without her help. My 

gratitude is also extended to Carlos Eduardo F. Rocha for his assistance 

with the chapters on copepods; and to the several persons who aided me in 

the production of this book: Alicelena de Oliveira Bustamante, Clovis 

Barreira e Castro, Georgia Maria de Oliveira Franco, Edinaide Menezes de 

Freitas, Rodrigo Johnsson, Alexandre Leta, and Cristiana Silveira Serejo; to 

Eduardo Borges da Silva for the layout of the cover; to Luis Antonio A. 

Costa for drawing the Spelaeogriphacea; to Adriano Brilhante Kury for 

drawing the map, and for useful comments; to Celia Neli Ricci and Vera 

de Figueiredo Barbosa for editorial assistance; to Otavio Velho for steady 

encouragement during the development of this project; to the Museu 

Nacional / Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro for publishing this 

volume; and to Fundagao Universitaria Jose Bonifacio (FUJB) for 

financial support. Individual authors express their gratitude to the following 

colleagues and organizations: Elaine F. Albuquerque to Dr. Jeanete Maron 



IX 

Ramos (Universidade Santa Ursula); Geoffrey Boxshall to the Darwin 

Initiative; Tereza Calado to the Conselho Nacional de Pesquisa (CNPq); 

Rodrigo Johnsson to the CNPq and the FUJB; Janet Reid to Dr. Carlos 

Eduardo F. Rocha, Dr. Tagea Bjomberg, and the C. B. Wilson Copepod 

Library (Smithsonian Institution); Crsstiana Serejo to the FUJB; Leila 

Aparecida Souza-Kury to the Fundagao de Amparo a Pesquisa do Estado 

de Sao Paulo (FAPESP) and Adriano Brilhante Kury; Paulo S. Young to 

the CNPq and the FUJB. 
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MALACOSTRACA - EUCARIDA 

CHIROSTYLIDAE AND GALATHEIDAE* 

GUSTAVO A. S. DE MELO-FILHO 

Museu de Zoologia 

Universidade de Sao Paulo 

Family Chirostylidae Ortmann, 1892 

Genus Uroptychus Henderson, 1888 

Uroptychus minutus Benedict, 1902 
Synonymy: Coelho & Ramos, 1972: 170. 
Description and diagnosis: Benedict, 1902: 296. 
References: Coelho & Ramos, 1972: 170. 
Geographic distribution: Western Atlantic. Brazil (AP, PA). 

Uroptychus nitidus (A. Milne-Edwards, 1880) 
Synonymy: Chace, 1942: 11. 
Description and diagnosis: Henderson, 1888: 174; Chace, 1942: 11. 
References: Melo-Filho, 1992a: 28. 
Geographic distribution: Western Atlantic. Brazil (RJ, SP, RS). 
Comments: Associated with gorgoneans. Uroptychus nitidus is a variety complex, which 

includes three varieties, besides the typical form. 

Uroptychus uncifer (A. Milne-Edwards, 1880) 
Synonymy: Coelho & Ramos, 1972: 171. 
Description and diagnosis: A. Milne-Edwards, 1880: 63; Chace, 1942: 18. 
References: Coelho & Ramos, 1972: 171. 
Geographic distribution: Western Atlantic. Brazil (PA). 

Family Galatheidae Samouelle, 1819 

Genus Munida Leach, 1820 

Munida angulata Benedict, 1902 
Synonymy: Haig, 1956: 4. 
Description and diagnosis: Benedict, 1902: 252. 
References: Coelho, 1973: 344 (as M. brasiliae); Melo-Filho, 1990a: 19; 1994a: 27. 
Geographic distribution: Western Atlantic. Brazil (MA, CE, RN). 
Comments: M. brasiliae Coelho, 1973 is a junior synonym of M. angulata. 

" MELO-FILHO, G.A.S., 1998. Malacostraca - Eucarida. Chyrostilidae and Galatheidae. 
In: YOUNG, P.S. (ed.). Catalogue of Crustacea of Brazil Rio de Janeiro: Museu 
Nacionai. p. 393-397. (Serie Livros n. 6). 
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Munida atiantica Melo-Filho & Melo, 1994 
Synonymy: Meio-Filho & Meio, 1994: 50. 
Description and diagnosis: Melo-Filho & Melo, 1994: 50. 
References: Melo-Filho & Melo, 1994: 50. 
Geographic distribution: Western Atlantic. Brazil (CE). 

Munida constricta A. Milne-Edwards, 1880 
Synonymy: Melo-Filho & Melo, 1992b: 766. 
Description and diagnosis: A. Milne-Edwards & Bouvier, 1897: 40; Melo-Filho & Melo 

1992a: 516. 
References: Melo-Filho, 1991a: 273; 1992a: 28; 1992b: 34; Melo-Filho & Melo, 1992b: 

766, fig. 17; Melo-Filho, 1994a: 27. 
Geographic distribution: Western Atlantic. Brazil (AL, ES, SP, SC, RS). 

Munida flinti Benedict, 1902 
Synonymy: Melo-Filho & Melo, 1992b: 765. 
Description and diagnosis: Benedict, 1902: 258; Melo-Filho & Melo, 1992b: 765. 
References: Henderson, 1888: 126 (as M. stimpsoni); Coelho & Ramos, 1972: 172 (as M. 

stimpsoni); Coelho, Ramos-Porto & Melo, 1990 (as M. stimpsoni); Melo-Filho, 
1990a: 19; DMncao & Rufino, 1991: 96; Melo-Filho, 1991b: 130; 1991a: 273; 
1992a: 28; 1992b: 34; Melo-Filho & Melo, 1992b: 765; Melo-Filho, 1994b: 27; 
1994a: 27. 

Geographic distribution: Western Atlantic. Brazil (AL, ES, RJ, SP, PR, SC, RS). 
Comments: All previous records of M. stimpsoni'from Brazil refer to M. flinti. 

Munida forceps A. Milne-Edwards, 1880 
Synonymy: Melo-Filho & Melo, 1992b: 768. 
Description and diagnosis: A. Milne-Edwards & Bouvier, 1897: 28. 
References: Melo-Filho, 1991b: 130; 1991a: 273; 1992a: 28; 1992b:,. 34; Melo-Filho-& 

Melo, 1992b: 768, figs. 18-24; Melo-Filho, 1994b: 27; 1994a: 27. 
Geographic distribution: Western Atlantic. Brazil (AL, ES, RJ, SP, SC, RS). 

Munida heblingi Melo-Filho & Melo, 1994 
Synonymy: Melo-Filho & Melo, 1994: 53. 
Description and diagnosis: Melo-Fiiho & Melo, 1994: 53. 
References: Melo-Filho & Melo, 1994: 53, figs. 8-14. 
Geographic distribution: Western Atlantic. Brazil (ES). 

Munida iris A. Milne-Edwards, 1880 
Synonymy: Chace, 1942: 33. 
Description and diagnosis: A. Milne-Edwards & Bouvier, 1897: 21; Williams, 1984: 233. 
References: Melo-Filho, 1990b: 17; 1991b: 130; 1991a: 273; 1992a: 28; 1992b: 34; 

1994a: 27. 
Geographic distribution: Western Atlantic. Brazil (PA, AL, RS). 
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Munida irrasa A. Milne-Edwards, 1880 
SynonymF : Chace, 1942: 46. 
Description and diagnosis: Williams, 1984: 234; Melo-Filho & Melo, 1992a: 513. 
References: Mefo-Filho, 1990b: 17; 1991b: 130; 1992a: 28; 1992b: 34; 1994b: 27; 1994a: 27. 
Geographic distribution: Western Atlantic. Brazil (AP, PA, MA, ES, RJ, SP, RS). 

Munida longipes A. Milne-Edwards, 1880 
Synonymy: Melo-Filho & Melo, 1992a: 514. 
Description and diagnosis: A Milne-Edwards & Bouvier, 1897: 44; Williams, 1984:235. 
References: Melo-Filho, 1991b: 130; 1991a: 273; 1992b: 34; 1994a: 27. 
Geographic distribution: Western Atlantic. Brazil (SP, SC, RS). 

Munida microphthalmia A. Milne-Edwards, 1880 
Synonymy: Melo-Filho & Melo, 1992a: 515. 
Description and diagnosis: A. Milne-Edwards & Bouvier, 1897: 32. 
References: Melo-Filho, 1990a: 19; 1994a: 27. 
Geographic distribution: Atlantic. Brazil (ES, SP). 

Munidapetronioi Melo-Filho & Melo, 1994 
Synonymy: Melo-Filho & Melo, 1994: 55. 
Description and diagnosis: Melo-Filho & Melo, 1994: 55. 
References: Melo-Filho & Melo, 1994: 55, figs. 15-21. 
Geographic distribution: Western Atlantic. Brazil (RN). 

Munida pusila Benedict, 1902 
Synonymy: Williams, 1984: 236. 
Description and diagnosis: Benedict, 1902: 268; Haig, 1956: 2. 
References: Melo-Filho, 1994a. 27. 
Geographic distribution: Western Atlantic. Brazil (AP). 

Munida sanctipauli Henderson, 1885 
Synonymy: Melo-Filho & Melo, 1992b: 761. 
Description and diagnosis: Henderson, 1888: 142. 
References: Melo-Filho & Melo, 1992b: 761, figs. 1-7. 
Geographic distribution: Atlantic. Brazil (PP). 

Munida spinifrons Henderson, 1885 
Synonymy: Baba & Camp, 1988: 414. 
Description and diagnosis: Henderson, 1888: 144. 
References: Melo-Filho, 1990b: 17; 1992a: 28; 1992b: 34; 1994a: 27. 
Geographic distribution: Western Atlantic. Brazil (AP, CE, RN, PE, ES, RJ, SP, RA, FN). 

Munida valid a Smith, 1883 
Synonymy: Williams, 1984: 237. 
Description and diagnosis: Smith, 1883: 42. 
References: Melo-Filho, 1990a: 19; 1991a: 273; 1992a: 28; 1994a: 27. 
Geographic distribution: Western Atlantic. Brazil (AL, ES, RS). 
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Genus Munidopsis Whiteaves, 1874 

Munidopsis erinacea (A. Milne-Edwards, 1880) 
Synonymy: Chace, 1942: 90. 
Description and diagnosis: Henderson, 1888: 149. 
References: Coelho & Ramos, 1972: 172; Melo-Filho, 1992a: 28. 
Geographic distribution: Western Atlantic. Brazil (AL, ES). 

Munidopsis polita (Smith, 1883) 
Synonymy: Benedict, 1902: 324. 
Description and diagnosis: Smith, 1883: 50. 
References: Melo-Filho, 1992b: 34. 
Geographic distribution: Northeastern and western Atlantic. Brazil (SP). 
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