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It was found difficult to keep this prawn alive
in captivity for more than a few days for live
observations on behaviour, feeding etc. Hence
special technique had to be developed for this
purpose and these observations in captivity will
be dealt with in a separate communication,

COLOUR IN LIVE CONDITION: Uniformly
orange-red with slightly lighter pereiopods. Even
the colouration of eggs is matching with the
body colour of the prawn.

TYPE LOCALITY: Northernmost old freshwater
well (13th century?) in the fort area of Ratna-
giri, west coast of India.

TYPE MATERIAL : i) Holotype and paratypes are
being deposited at the Indian National Museum,
Zoological Survey of India, Calcutta.

ii) Other paratypes: One
male and one female have been deposited in the
U.S. National Museum, Smithsonian Institition,
Washington D. C. under Reg. No. usnm 155288,

Also a male and a female paratypes have been
deposited in Rijksmuseum Van Natuurlijke His-
torie, Leiden, Netherlands.

REMARKS: The new species is named as
‘phreaticus’ based on the Greek word “phrear,
— atos” meaning well or cistern, designating the
source of the present material from a well,
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