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In the summer of .1935, the present author secured 3 alpheoid 
shrimps through the courtesy of Mr. H. Ogawa at Mitaziri, Yamaguti 
Prefecture. Upon careful examination they proved to represent a new 
species belonging to the genus Athanas which lias not yet been recorded 
from Japan. The following description is based on an ovigerous female 
specimen, 10 mm in total length. 

The author wishes to express his gratitude to Professor Arata Terao 
for his kind supervision and to Mr. H. Ogawa for the collection of 
the specimens. 

Athanas japonicus, sp. nov. 
New Japanese name: Murasaki-ebi. 

Kostrum horizontal, toothless, laterally compressed, about 1/2.6 
times as long as the carapace, extending to or a little beyond the distal 
end of the second segment of the antennular peduncle (PI. XIII, 
Fig. A). Dorsal carina of the rostrum extends backwards to the anterior 
half of the carapace. 

Carapace smooth, provided with well developed extra-corneal spine 
but without supra-corneal. Pterygostomian angle rounded, without tooth. 

Antennular peduncle consists of three segments; the basal a little 
longer than the second and bears a long acute spine reaching some-
what beyond the distal margin of the same segment; the third segment 
is the shortest. Inner antennular ramus much longer than the outer. 
Outer one proximally composed of 5 joints, but distally divided into 
stout and slender branches; the stout branch consist of 5 joints whereas 
the slender one is provided with a large number of joints (PI. XIII, 
Fig. F). 

Outer margin of the scaphocerite ends in an acute spine which is 
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^ Explanation of Plate XIII. 

Fig. A. Anterior region of Athanas japonicus sp. nov. in lateral view (x 10). Fig. B. 
Carapace and rostrum (x 10). Fig. C. First thoracic leg, £ ( x 25). Fig. 
D. Third maxilliped (x25). Fig. E. Second thoracic leg (x25). Fig. 
F. Antennule (x35). Fig. G. Antennule in lateral view (x25). Fig. 
H. First thoracic leg (left), £ (x 50). Fig. I. First thoracic leg (right), 
£ (x 35). Fig. J. Fifth thoracic leg (x 25). Fig. K. Antenna (x 25). 
Fig. L. Dactylus of fifth thoracic leg (x 50). Fig. M. Tail-fan (x 35). 

well beyond the margin of the leaf, and the broad apex of the lamella 
almost reaches to the same level of the distal tip of the antennular 
peduncle (PI. XIII, Figs. A & K). Carpocerite does not reach to the 
end of the scaphocerite, but it ends at the same level as the distal 
tip of the second segment of the stylocerite. 

Third maxilliped composed of five segments, with an exopodite, 
reaching about to the apex of the rostrum (PI. XIII, Fig. D). The 
distal segment twice as long as the penultimate. 

First pair of pereiopods robust as compared with the other legs, 
asymmetrical in size, usually larger in the right side than the left 
in both sexes, in male they are stouter than in female and slightly 
outreach the antennal scale. 

In right hand, chela If times as long as carpus (PI. XIII, Fig. C), 
but shorter than merus, movable finger heavier than the fixed one (PI. 
XIII, Fig, I); in the left hand, both fingers are equal in size (PI. XIII, 
Fig. H). 

Second pair very slender, the wrist consists of five joints, of which 
the proximal is the longest; chela small, palm and dactylus almost 
sub-equal (PI. XIII, Fig. E). 

The remaining pairs slender and simple, propodite provided with 
feeble setae on its posterior margin and armed with lateral rows of setae 
in distal portion of it (PI. XIII, Figs. J & L). Dactylus simple, 0.6 
times as long as propodite (PI. XIII, Fig. L). 

Abdominal pleura rounded, except those of the fifth and sixth, 
which are acutely pointed behind as in other species of the genus 
Athanas. 

Telson wedge-shaped, and a little less than three times as long as 
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the breadth between the posterior angles (PI . X I I I , Fig. M). Distal 
convex margin is furnished with inner longer and outer shorter pairs 
of strong spines near its right and left angles; it is fringed with 
long feathered setae on entire margin. 

Two pairs of spinules situated near the lateral margin of telson, 
the proximal pair almost on the middle of the margin. Uropods 
slightly outreach the terminal margin of the telson. 

Besides the type two adult males measuring about 6.5 mm, 6.0 mm 
respectively in length from the orbital margin to the distal end of the 
sixth abdominal somite were obtained. 

Colour in life deep blue, hence the new Japanese name. 
Athanas japonicus is referable to dimorphus-grou.p of the genus and 

very closely allied to Athanas minikoensis Couti&re. But the present 
species is readily distingished from the latter by the characters that 
the tip of the rostrum much outreaches the distal end of the spine of 
the stylocerite, and that the chela of the first pair of leg is shorter 
than the merus. From A. polymarphus Kemp it differs in the absence 
of the spine near the anterior lateral angle of the carapace. 
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