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Rediscovery of Two Carcinoplax Crabs in the Kumanonada Sea,

AP B T AR,

East of the Kii Peninsula, Central Japan, with
Notes on Distribution of the Related Species

Masatsune Takeda and Fumio Yanagisawa
(Received September 27, 1985)

Abstract. Two species of crabs of the family Goneplacidae, Carcinoplax indica Doflein, 1904
known from off Great Nicobar Island and the Suez Canal, and C. microphthalma Guinot et
Richer de Forges, 1981 reported from off New Caledonia, were rediscovered in the Kumano-
nada Sea, Central Japan. C. indica is distinguished from C. longimana (de Haan) by having the
narrower and rounded carapace with the front developed forward as a plate, and the short
and heavy cheliped without a tubercle at the subdistal part of inner surface of palm. C. micro-
phthalma is rather aberrant in the genus Carcinoplax as having the dorsally and laterally
convex carapace with a quite circular contour, and the short eyestalks with the degenerated
corneae. The known Carcinoplax species are listed in Table 1, with brief notes on some
species; most of the species are the West Pacific inhabitants known only by some records,
only four species are extended their distribution to the Indian Ocean, and only one species is
known from West Africa. Such a pattern of occurrence and distribution as a whole indicates
that the recent Carcinoplax species are possible relics of the Miocene ancestor.

(Takeda, M.: Department of Zoology, National Science Museum. Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo,

160 Japan. Yanagisawa, F.: Marinarium attached to the Taiji Whale Museum. Taiji,
Higashimuro-gun, Wakayama, 649-51 Japan)
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Family Goneplacidae
Genus Carcinoplax H. Milne Edwards. 1852
Carcinoplax indica Doflein, 1904
(Figs. 1,2 A, 3 D)

Carcinoplax longimanus indicus Doflein, 1904, p.
114, pl. 35, figs. 1, 2—OfTF Great Nicobar I. (6°54'N,
93°28.8'W), 226 m deep.

Carcinoplax indica: Guinot, 1969, p. 524 (in discus-
sion), figs. 66, 67, 75, 76—Suez Canal; Sakai, 1977,
pp. 55, 59, figs. 1a, 2a, pl. 4, fig. 1.

Not Carcinoplax longimana indica: Takeda, 1975,
p. 150, pl. 2, figs. 2, 3, pl. 3, fig. 2 (=C. longimana
(de Haan)).
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Fig. 1. Carcinoplax indica Doflein living in
aquarium.
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Carcinoplax microphthalma
Guinot et Richer de Forges, 1981
(Figs. 2 B, 3 A-C, 4)

Guinot & Richer de Forges, 1980 (1981), pl. 6, figs.
1-3; 1981, p. 245, figs. 9 C,D, 10 E-H—Off New
Caledonia, 400 m deep.
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Fig. 2. Carcinoplax indica Doflein (A) and C. microphthalma Guinot et Richer de Forges (B).
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